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St. Stephen’s Catholic Church 
4601 Neely Avenue   Midland, Texas 79707    (432) 520-7394    Fax (432) 520-7395 

www.ststephensmidlandtx.com 

 

Rev. Rodney White, Pastor 
Assistant Pastor:  Rev. Timothy Hayter 

Deacons: Leonard Hendon, Luis Mata, Fidel Saldivar, Larry Salazar 
Sisters: Gertrudis Muñoz, Leonila Torres 

Youth Director: Deacon Larry Salazar 
Director of Religious Education:  Gretchen Lara 

Music Director: Gabriel Salgado 

Gerald Thetford, Isela Ortega Legarreta, Tom Riker, Gabriela Rubio, 
Gabriel & Alyssa Aguirre, Ruiz Family, Robert & Maria Mata, Ignacio 

(J.R.) Villegas, Amber Melinda Villegas, Gracie Mata, Marty Barrett, 
Alyss Munoz, Alejandro Munoz, George Rainey, Felipe Sotelo, 
Maria Jimenez, Ines Rodriguez, Maria Luisa Rodriguez, Josefina 
Alvarez, Vanessa Renteria,  Jesus Hernandez, Ann Plumlee, 
Paul Rindahl, Joe Wright & Kim Nearburg, Ruben Belloc & 
family, Dominga Belloc & family, Mark Clark, Esmeralda Cortes, 
Mercy Sanchez, Angi Morales, Rebecca Cedillo, Cecilia Reyes, 
Terisa Munoz, Jude Munoz, Brittny Garza, Daniel P., Max 
Mendoza, Kenneth B. Jones, Jaden Marmolejo, Mayra Favela, 
Tameron Ramon, Javier Florez, Eiddie & Maria Laing, Jim 
Brimer, Alicia S., Noah Stone, Elia Gonzalez, IsaiahV., Vanessa 
V., Dina Angay, Reginald Odima, Mason Allen, Olga, Anthony, 
Eva Talamantez, Potsy Sotelo, Jaelynn G. Garcia, Jose Luis 
Pando, Beatriz Pacheco, Bea Herrera, Acosta Family, Julio 
Orozco, Maria Orozco, Sandra Orozco, Yolanda Rodriguez, Dina 
Harper, Larry White, Arian Mendoza, Gina Angay, Dolores 
Higgins, Palmer Ann Anderson, Bob Field, Dorothy Markey, 
Helene Naydock, William Bernreuther, Bonnie Lentner, Gina 
Angay, Arian Mendoza, Jessie Castillas, Pepe Lopez, Cynthia & 
Christy, Margaret Robson, Juanita Avalos, Jesus Munoz, Anita 
Morin, Joe Munoz III 

 

Email frontdesk.sscc@att.net or call the office at  
520-7394 to be added to the prayer list 

 

July 2 
Robert Bill 

Andres Borrego Jr.  
Travis Cheramie 

Diane Diaz 
Angela Espinoza 

Imelda Garcia 
David Mata 

Christian Moreno 
Erica Rivera 

 

July 3 
Mrs. Richard Dixon 

Rene Lujan 
Danna Ruvalcaba 
Claudia Sanchez 

Taiana Villa 
Cheryl Winkler 

 

July 4 
Phil Ebensberger 

Rey Galaviz 
Korin Lyon 

Edward Marroquin 
Brisa Munoz 

 

July 5 
Jesus Armendariz 

Maria Barrera 
Derian Deras 

Florinda Gomez 
Karla Gutierrez 

Ana R Rodriguez 
Maria Torres 

Michael ValVerde 
 

July 6 
Milagro Carrillo 
Betty Casarez 

Alejandra R. Garcia 
Bradley Gibson 

Jose Leyva 
Beatrice Lopez 
Alexis Mendoza 
Lucia Morales 
Izabella Nieves 
Yolanda Ramos 

Nathaniel Rodriguez 
Kylie Saenz 

Jennifer Sanchez 
Cipriana Williamson 

 

July 7 
Jose Baeza 

Rebecca Dehlinger 
Tomas Diaz 

Mary V. Dowdle 
John Filip 

Pedro Gomez 
Kylie Lebario 
Sonia Leyva 

Nathlay Martinez 
Valerie Martinez 

Jill M. Speer 
 

July 8 
Bryan Bustamante 
Joey G. Chaparro 

Nicholas Lyles 
Juan Zaragosa 

 

July 9 
Juana Escamilla 
Carl Gonzales 
Jose Gonzales 
Deborah Owen 
Terry Repman 
John D. Tavas 
Michael White 

 

Women’s Organization is taking registrations for the 2017 Catholic 
Women's Conference in San Antonio July 28-30. The cost for 
registration is $50; you are responsible for your meals and lodging 
costs. Car pools and shared hotel rooms available.  Any question please 
contact Gladys at the Parish Office (432) 520-7394. 



COMMUNION AND VISITATION 
 

If you know of someone who is 
homebound, or is going into the hospital 
and desires Communion, please call the 

parish office, 520-7394 to schedule 
visitation and Communion. 

ST. STEPHEN’S 
CONFESSION SCHEDULE 

 

Monday - Friday 
6:45 am - 7:00 am; 12 noon - 12:15 pm;  

& 5:00 - 5:30 pm 
 

Saturday 

7:45 am - 8:00 am; 4:00 - 4:45 pm 
 

Sunday 
20 minutes prior to each Mass 
And anytime, by appointment 

This weekend’s special 
collection is for the poor of 
Midland as distributed by 
Helping Hands of Midland.  

Please help. 
Thank you! 

Eucharistic Adoration Schedule 
 

The Blessed Sacrament will be 
reposed Saturday, July 1st after the 8:00 

am Mass  
for the July 4th Holiday.   

Eucharistic Adoration will resume 
following the  7 a.m. Mass on 

Wednesday, July 5th. 
 

Have a safe and blessed 4th of July! 

 

 

Sunday, July 2 - Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

 
Monday, July 3 - St. Tomas 

 
Tuesday, July 4 - Independence Day 

Wednesday, July 5 - St. Anthony Zaccaria & St. Elizabeth of 
  Portugal

 
Thursday, July 6 - St. Maria Goretti 

Friday, July 7 

Saturday, July 8 - St. Junipero Serra 

Sunday, July 9 - Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Last Week’s Collection - 
$32546.37 

 

Regular $32,526.37 
Building Fund $       20.00 
     
 

Financial reports are available in the parish 
office. 
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For the week of July 2, 2017 
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My last “Dearly Beloved” appeared in last week’s bulletin.  This is Friday when the Bulletin must go 
to press.  With letters and gifts many of you lessened my pain caused from leaving St. Stephen’s.  
Thank you very much!  The Reed Family wrote the following letter: 

Sunday, June 25, 2017 
Dear Monsignor Bridges, 
 Our family is preparing for our last Sunday service with you as our pastor, and we are 
extremely saddened. We wanted to write you and share with you why and how you have made an 
impact in our lives in the few years we have been at St. Stephen’s. 
 Andrew and I were married in 2011, a few years after both graduating from Texas Tech 
University, at the beautiful St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church in Lubbock near campus. Andy was not a 
Catholic at the time, but I being a cradle Catholic knew our future family would be Catholic. I moved 
to Midland (kicking and screaming if you will) because Andy was already here working at West 
Texas Gas. We found St. Stephen’s. We would probably describe ourselves as “hit or miss 
Catholics,” we weren’t always at Mass on Sundays. In, 2012, Andy began RCIA (with me as his 
sponsor) at St. Stephen’s and was immediately drawn to the history and the credibility of the 
Catholic Church. He was baptized and confirmed Easter 2013.  
 On July 13, 2015, we welcomed our little girl into the world, and we knew from that day how 
important God should be in our lives and the role the Catholic Church would have in her life to 
assure she truly knows Him. It was so important to us that YOU, Monsignor Bridges, baptize her, 
and so you did that same year. St. Stephen’s felt like home, neither of us have family here in 
Midland, so St. Stephen’s always felt constant.  
 When we found out we were expecting our 2

nd
 child this year, I was so saddened to hear you 

would be leaving us because we wanted YOU again to baptize this child. But God works in 
mysterious ways. We lost our 2

nd
 baby, 12 weeks in utero, and we couldn’t think of anyone else we 

wanted to lead our small memorial except YOU. We chose to place our baby in the beautiful 
columbarium in our church.  
 I do not know if we would have been prepared for the day when we asked the Doctors what 
they would do with our 12 week fetus (the answer was “dispose of”) if it had not been sitting in your 
pews all those years listening to you preach to us that “life begins at conception”. Because of YOU 
we were able, without hesitation, decide to acknowledge and honor the life that was given to us, but 
taken away so soon. Since the day we lost this baby, we have turned to God more than ever, and 
are now leading new lives, with Him as our centerpiece instead of on the backburner! 
 We want to thank you for leading us here; here to the day that Andy and I promise to work 
towards being better Catholics and want God to be the most important part of our lives! In the few 
years we have been members at St. Stephen’s, we went from being “hit or miss Catholics” to 
“perfect-attendance” Catholics. Thank you for shepherding us “home” and closer to GOD!  
 One last thing, I wanted for each of us to share our favorite and most memorable homilies:  
Andrew: I want to preface this by saying that I enjoy ALL of your homilies, but particularly ones 
where you incorporate personal anecdotes, especially from your childhood days in Lamesa.  Every 
time we pass through on our way to Lubbock, I picture in my mind your grandmother handing out 
sandwiches to the poor through the screen door of her kitchen, or you picking the brain of a 
Catholic priest in a diner, or facing off against a classmate in a poetry recital competition.  Even 
during our dark years as “hit or miss Catholics,” I would make a special effort to be present during 
the Memorial Day Mass, just to hear you recite the Unknown Soldier.      
Rossilyn: My favorite homily every year, is your “Mother’s Day” homily. Even the years before I had 
my own child, I knew I wanted to be like your mother! I want and strive everyday to be the mother 
that SaraBeth talks about when she’s older and I have passed, just like Monsignor talks about his 
mother and our mother Mary. It is the most beautiful homily every year and will be ever so missed!  
 Thank you again for everything you have done for our church, but especially how you have 
touched our little family and probably unknowingly so! You will be very missed, but never forgotten! 
Good Luck and God Bless in the AMAZING things we know you will be doing in your retirement! 

Love always, 
The Reed Family 

Andrew, Rossilyn, and SaraBeth 
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Dear St. Stephen’s Parishioners, 
 I am writing this letter to the church to let them know how much love you have and also the 
kind of heart you have. Father James is a wonderful person and God has blessed him with a 
beautiful heart and soul. Even though my brother Omar and I are in prison Father James has shown 
us that God has forgiven us for our sins, Father James has helped us mentally and spiritually and 
materially. He has shown us to never give up and to pray always. He encourages us to stay strong 
in our Faith as we face obstacles and challenges. I am sure that he will be greatly missed by 
everyone in the parish that he served so long wherever Father James winds up going he is going to 
be a great blessing to them I thank God for placing Father James in my path. He is a great joy, 
mentor and friend even though I am in prison for many years Father James chose to be there to 
encourage and pray for me. He has refreshed me in knowing that I am not by myself. That even 
when I am lonely God loves me and forgives me. Father James Is a man of God who pursues 
righteousness, Faith, love and gentleness. He has fought the good fight of faith for many, many 
years. As he goes into retirement I pray he is blessed with good health and a joyful heart as he 
transitions into the next chapter of his life. I cannot find the words that could possibly express all I 
wish to say! About Father James! I just pray that one day I will be blessed with the chance to see 
him face to face and show him all the love in Christ that has bloomed from the seed he planted. 

God Bless, Sincerely 
Pablo Guerrero  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY USA 
  
   The celebration of our nation’s Birthday, not unlike the celebration 
of an individual’s birthday, is a time to accentuate the positive and 
eliminate the negative. Should we be called on to speak at our best 
friend’s birthday party we would share only the best and admirable 
qualities and accomplishments. When I think of all the possibilities of 
places where I could have been born on this planet, how grateful I am 
that the event took place in the USA!  The purpose of government is 
to promote and protect the temporal welfare of all its citizens, especially those who have 
great temporal needs. Notwithstanding the horrible plight of the unborn, where are temporal 
needs more promoted and protected than in our wonderful country? The only hunger I’ve 
ever experienced was self-imposed for fasting purposes.  Food, water, and medicine have 
not only been available, but are safe and sound.  I’ve always had a clean and comfortable 
bed to sleep in, and more than adequate housing. My life and possessions are secure and 
safe. My educational and career opportunities have been bountifully available on every 
level. I have enough to enjoy the arts, dogs, and old cars with enough left to face old age 
without want and to share generously with the needy. The freedom to worship or not to 
worship and the privilege to express my critical dissent of the powerful at the polls as well as 
in many public forums makes our democracy real, not just an empty word. 
  All of this, and tons more, comes to me at no small price. I’m deeply grateful for all the 
public servants and especially the millions and millions of men and women in our Armed 
Forces who have given or would give their lives to make all this possible.  I sincerely ask 
God to bless our country as I thank Him for His blessings in the past and for all that, with His 
help, we must yet achieve. Thank you! Thank you very much! 
  

Yours in the Lord, 
  
  

Msgr. James P. Bridges 



 

2 de julio 2017 Domingo 13º del Tiempo Ordinario - Ciclo A  
 

¡¡¡ACOGER AL HERMANO ES ACOGER A JESÚS!!!  
 

La primera lectura de este domingo nos cuenta la historia de una mujer que hizo sitio en su casa para 
acoger a un caminante. No se dice que la mujer supiese que era un profeta. Eliseo simplemente pasaba por 
allá. La mujer le ofrece lo que tiene: un cuarto para descansar y comida para reponer las fuerzas. La ley de 
la hospitalidad tiene una gran tradición en muchas culturas. También en la nuestra cultura. Es un valor que 
no hay que perder sino cultivar y reforzar.  
 

En cuanto al seguimiento, Jesús nos propone soltar, asumir, y entregar. Soltar lo que nos impide ser libres. 
Asumir las consecuencias de nuestra libertad. Y entregar lo mejor de nosotros mismos, la propia vida, en la 
opción escogida.  
 

Jesús está  por encima de cualquier vínculo familiar. Está  por encima inclusive de la propia vida de quien 
quiera llegar a ser discípulo suyo. Los verbos amar y aferrar que presenta el texto del Evangelio adquieren 
un sentido negativo a causa de la expresión final de Jesús: no es digno de mí. Mateo  lo reproduce dos 
veces como si se tratara de un estribillo. En cuanto a la recompensa prometida por Jesús a las personas que 
traten bien a sus discípulos por su condición, no tiene que ver con sacar provecho de la situación. Jesús no 
busca para ellos privilegios que no buscó para sí. Vivir nuestro seguimiento de Jesús desde esta perspectiva 
nos compromete todavía un poco más. Pues si la opción inicial es exigente, supone mucho más sostener tal 
elección de vida a través del tiempo sabiendo lo que supone.\  

 
Hermana Gertrudis Muñoz Mendieta I.C.A.S.   

AVISOS:  
 

• El ministerio de lectores hace una cordial invitación a personas que quieran formar parte de los 
lectores. Comunicarse con la Señora Mabel al 432-853-7652.  

• El Ministerio de Padres y Madres orantes, invitan a todos los Padres de Familia a que se acerquen a 
orar por sus hijos. El primer lunes de cada mes a las 7 p.m. Ante la presencia del Santísimo.  

• 31- al 3 de septiembre retiro de ACTS, para mujeres en Midland Parroquia San Esteban.  
 

El teléfono directa de hermanas es el (432)520-2057 

ADORACIÓN DEL SANTÍSIMO 
Personas interesadas en pasar una hora con El 
Santísimo en Adoración una vez por semana, 
durante las siguientes horas: 
 

 Viernes: 4:00 AM & 5:00 AM 
 

Si El Señor te esta llamando para pasar una hora con El 
acompañándolo, comuníquese con Linda Foster (habla Español) al 
432-559-8888. 
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CUAL ES EL PROPÓSITO DE VISITAR EL SANTÍSIMO? 
* Entender más profundamente el Misterio de la verdadera presencia de Jesucristo en la Santa Eucaristía. 
* Fortalecer nuestra relación con Jesucristo. 
* Expresar nuestro amor, nuestra gratitud y nuestro respeto por Cristo Nuestro Señor. 
 

CUALES SON LOS BENEFICIOS DE LAS VISITAS AL SANTÍSIMO? 
* "La vida espiritual de nuestras familias se fortalece a través de nuestra Hora Santa".  San Juan Pablo II 
* "La única vez que Nuestro Señor les pidió algo a los apóstoles fue la noche de su agonía. Su única suplica 
fue que lo acompañaran por una hora".   Arzobispo Fulton Sheen. 
 

NECESITAMOS SUBSTITUTOS DURANTE EL VERANO PARA CUBRIR HORAS CON EL SANTÍSIMO, 
CUANDO NUESTROS ADORADORES REGULARES SALGAN DE VACACIONES.  PODRÍAS PASAR 

UNA HORA CON JESÚS?  FAVOR DE LLAMAR A LINDA FOSTER AL  
432-559-8888 

 

Tengamos presente que Nuestro Señor está expuesto todos los días en la capilla, no lo 
dejemos esperando. Tenemos mucha necesidad de oración. 

El Santísimo Sacramento será 
reposado  debido al 4 de julio 

empezando el sabado 1 de julio 
después de la Misa de las 8:00 AM 
hasta  después de la  misa de las 
7:00 AM  el miércoles 5 de julio. 
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A few of the families we were able to assist last week: 
 Jeanette and her two children had been residents at Genesis Center (a facility that assisted women 
and their children with housing while they attempted to get their lives back on track).  Many people knew that 
the center had been struggling recently but it still came as a surprise that it closed down a few weeks ago. 
Jeanette and her children became homeless and she used what money she had to put her family in a motel.  
The money soon ran out though, and when she called us she had absolutely no idea where she and her kids 
would be sleeping that night. When we met with her we realized her predicament:  with a 5 year-old and a 1½ 
year-old it is very difficult for her to find employment. She has no family in town to assist her with babysitting. 
We quickly found a motel room for her and the children and paid for 4 weeks rent.  We also advised her to 
contact Midland Fairhavens to see if she could get in there. It would be the perfect facility for her as they 
would not only provide housing but also help her develop a career.  We pray that she is successful in getting 
an interview. 
 Jeremy is a young man who works in landscaping. Recently he injured his knee that prevented him 
from working.  It was determined that surgery would be required followed by a two week rest period before he 
could return to work.  However, while the doctor would let him pay out the balance of the surgery, he still had 
to come up with the down payment of $800 before the surgery could take place.  We gladly provided the 
money so that he could get the surgery and get back to work quickly. 
 Ernest and Jennifer have a 10 year-old daughter who needed to have her tonsils removed. They were 
quoted a deductible of $400 before their insurance would take over.  They scheduled the surgery and all went 
well until the bills started rolling in. They quickly found out that they had been given incorrect information and 
they ended up owing $2,300 in various medical bills.  Ernest is blind and on disability and Jennifer works, but 
they simply do not have enough money to cover their regular expenses plus the medical bills.  We helped 
them with a month’s rent and also with their electric bill which will free up enough money to help them pay off 
the medical bills. 
 Kendrick is a 58-yar-old man who had always worked hard however last September he became ill and 
found out that his kidneys were failing.  He began dialysis and was unable to continue his job.  He used his 
savings to support his family while he began the process of applying for disability.  He was finally granted full 
disability however he will not receive his first check until this September.  In the meantime he has found out 
that he has also developed problems with his pancreas and he has been put on a list to have both kidney and 
pancreas replacement. He still fully intends to get back to work one day. He had never asked for any type of 
financial assistance before from any of the agencies. In view of all that he is facing we opted to pay his rent 
through September, when his disability checks should start arriving. When we told him, he broke down and 
cried as if a tremendous burden had suddenly been lifted from his shoulders. 
 As he left the office Kendrick turned and said, “You know, Santa Claus has nothing on you guys. God 
bless all of you!”  So from Kendrick to all of you who allow us to provide this kind of help each week – you are 
all Santa Claus to those in distress.  God bless you! 

Helping Hands 

of Midland 
 

1301 Brinson Lane 

(432) 520-8900 

 

 

Because we feel it is important that you know how and 
where your donations to Helping Hands are spent, here is 
what was done last week: 
 
 Water     1 family  $      111.83 
 Rent   28 families  $ 22,139.67 
 Transportation    1 family  $      987.00 
 Medical    2 families  $   2,298.85 
 Total            $ 25,537.35 

www.helpinghandsmidland.com 

Upcoming Baptismal Classes: 
  

July 2nd & July 9th 
 

English : 2:00 - 4:30 
Spanish: 2:30 - 5:00 

 

Please Call Parish Office  
to Register (432) 520–7394 

Eucharistic Adoration Openings 
 

Friday: 4:00 a.m. & 5:00 a.m. 
 

Please prayerfully consider signing up 
to spend an hour with our Lord in adoration!   

Call Linda Foster at 432-559-8888 for information. 


