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Dearly Beloved,
Fifty-five years ago last week, after ten years of academic preparation along with in-depth spiritual
formation, I knelt before the Apostolic Nuncio, Cardinal Aegidi Vagnozzi who imposed his hands on
my bowed head. I stood up a Priest of Jesus Christ. Three days later I offered my First Mass at St.
Ann’s here in Midland. I had the honor of being the first priest ordained for the new Diocese of San
Angelo, as well as Midland’s first priest. The people of St. Ann’s gave me a wonderful reception..
My first assignment was to create an official archive for our new diocese, which had been cut out
of four Dioceses. I spent months going to those dioceses and gathering from their archives all the
records and histories of the parishes and missions now in the new diocese. I was available to cover
at parishes when priests were ill or away. My first such assignment was St. Agnes in Fort Stockton
for six weeks while the very old pastor took a well-deserved vacation. The windows of the church
were broken, the floors were worn out, most of the ceiling was hanging down, and everything looked
a mess. Without spending one penny of parish funds, I got a big group to completely refinish the
church inside and out. I wanted to surprise the old pastor when he returned to see his church like
new again. Quite the contract he made no attempt to hide his deep resentment over the fact they
had done so much for me and not for him. During those six weeks, Father Franchi, the pastor of St.
Joseph’s in Fort Stockton, and I became good friends. Pope John XXIII called all the bishops to
Rome for Vatican II. Each Bishop was allowed to take one priest. Father Franchi was from Rome
where his family lived. The first session of Vatican II was to last for three months. Bishop Drury
wanted free lodging while in Rome, so he invited Father Franchi to accompany him. He agreed,
providing I would take his place while he was in Rome. In three months the collection tripled. I
organized youth groups who went out of town for retreats. We began Adulth Bible studies, organized
a parish Credit Union, etc. St. Joseph became the busiest place in town. I became the campaign
manager of the first Hispanic ever elected to a public office in that county. Unbeknownst to me,
some displeased non-Hispanic parishioners were writing Fat0her Franchi about how I was ruining
his parish. I just couldn’t believe how this parish had become so alive in such a short time. On his
return, Father Franchi’s reaction was tons worse than when the pastor of St. Agnes returned. He
ordered me to leave immediately.
I continued developing the archives and helping out on weekends in various parishes. This gave
me a good look at the diocese and many of the priests. To put it mildly, I became deeply
discouraged. Worst of all, the Bishop told me to live and eat at a nearby rectory with a pastor who
was by far the poorest example of what a priest should be as anyone could ever imagine. If the Holy
Spirit ever takes a vacation it was on the day he was ordained. His jealousy, resentment, and
meanness brought out the worst in me. I was so bad that bishop Drury required me to take a 30 day
retreat in San Antonio for slugging that priest after he called me a bad name. After 45 days I ask the
Retreat Master why I hadn’t heard from my Bishop. He told me it was the Bishop’s way of telling me
I could leave priestly work. I became a convert to the Catholic Faith at the age of 22 and spent 10
years preparing to be a Priest and was simply not going to give it up after one year of misery. The
priests I encountered in the seminaries were of outstanding virtue, erudition, holiness, fairness...so
different than the priests on the front lines of parish work. Finally, I got my first parish assignment
as assistant pastor to Father Kevin Heyburn at Sacred Heart parish in Abilene. What a break for me.
It was like going from Purgatory to Heaven. I found in Father Heyburn a gentleman who was fair,
intelligent, honest, firm, prayerful, playful, handsome, chaste, open, assessable...in a word, a Priest!
After four happy years at Sacred Heart, Bishop Tschoepe called me at the Loyola University, of Los
Angeles, where I was taking my comprehensives for a Masters in Education to ask me to consider
becoming pastor of St. Joseph’s in Rowena. I declined with the excuse Father Heyburn and I
worked so well together that I would rather be his assistant than become a pastor. He called back
late that night and asked me to reconsider. I replied, “Bishop, as long as it is not to hell, just put in a
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letter wherever you want me to work, and I’ll go there.” St. Joseph, Rowena, had a twelve-grade
Catholic school. My Masters in Education came in handy. I had the joy of serving the wonderful
people of Rowena for only three years. But I had time to build the beautiful New church for the new
parish of St. Thomas in Miles, Texas nearby Rowena. From there I returned to Abilene as Pastor of
Sacred Heart and Principal of Central Catholic High School, which closed a year later. Nothing is
harder than to be a pastor where a school must close. There were simply not enough students and
dollars. The school had amassed a debt so big all credit for the entire diocese had been frozen
which forced the school to close. I used the closed school to create Holy Family, which is now
Abilene’s leading parish.
On St. Patrick Day March 17th 1979, Bishop Stephen Leven asked me to develop a new parish in
Midland. I didn’t know what to say. I was very happy in Abilene. I begged time to pray about it. The
next day I called the pastor of St. Ann’s. He assured me of his complete support and St. Ann’s
backing. With that, I said YES! I named the parish after Bishop Stephen Leven. The day after our
first organizational meeting came the unhappy announcement of Bishop Leven’s resignation
because of poor health. I held meetings with many wonderfully excited Catholics about giving birth to
a new parish in Midland. We celebrated Sunday Mass in the chapel of Trinity School. In one month,
Sunday attendance grew to over two-hundred. I was painfully saddened to learn some very
influential Catholics in Midland were not happy about this explosive growth. They didn’t believe
Midland needed a new parish. They made their displeasure known to the Nuncio in Washington. I
was asked to put everything on hold until a new bishop is named who could respond to some
serious questions about the advisability of having a new parish in Midland. When Bishop Fiorenza
came, he not only affirmed the formation of St. Stephen’s, but also established our Lady of San Juan
(now San Miguel Archangel) as a new parish for Midland’s Southside. I became Superintendent of
Schools and pastor of St. Mary’s, Odessa. In a few years I became the founding pastor of St
Elizabeth Ann Seton in North Odessa while establishing West Texas Food Bank and Catholic
Charities.
After the sudden and unexpected death of Father Waldron, I returned as pastor July 1, 1996.
Unlike St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Odessa, St. Stephen’s hadn’t grown into a vibrant parish. St.
Stephen’s original debt on the hall was still not paid off. The year before there were only 17
baptisms and 3 weddings. There were some 300 wonderful families deeply focused on the
Eucharist, Mary, and Pro-life struggling to meet expenses. Why hadn’t St. Stephen’s grown?
They had excellent priests and dedicated people. It was restarted more than three years before the
start of St. Elizabeth’s in Odessa. Search I did. I found the problem, namely, little attention had
been given to the poor. With the firm belief that if you take care of the poor, God will take care of
you, Helping Hands was founded as our way of responding to the poor of Midland. It seemed the
more we focused on the poor the more the parish grew. Soon we initiated a campaign to retire the
old debt where we could move toward building a church. Sunday, June 30, 2002 the parish
community gathered with Midland’s Mayor Mike Canon for ground breaking. To quote Bishop
Michael Pfeifer, “This is a long awaited moment, and we need to celebrate this event with a spirit of
gratitude and hope. All of us together thank the good Lord for letting us arrive at this important and
historical date”. Today, St. Stephen’s is the largest parish in the Diocese: first in service to the
poor, number of sacraments celebrated, and weekly offertory giving. Last year we celebrated 553
baptisms and 58 weddings and 51 Quinceañeras. Now we have a beautiful church to glorify God,
an incredible Office Building to serve the parishioners, the finest Ball Room & Parish Hall, a super
Youth Center, a new handsome Sacristy, a Prayer Garden filled with marble statuary from all over
the world, and much, much more. All of this without a debt. Praise the Lord!
July One, Father Rodney White will replace me as your Pastor and Father Tim Hayter will
replace Father Bala. Please give them your complete support. Nothing would please me more
than for St. Stephen’s to continue to be known as The Friend of the Poor which celebrates the finish
liturgies and offers the best ministries. Recently in this column I wrote about the Circle of Life
wherein I claimed the perfect life is to end as we began, namely, empty where God can fill us with
His divine life for all eternity. This emptying out is painful beyond words when your whole heart and
soul are wrapped around that which we must give up. Leaving you is more painful than any other
thing I’ve ever had to do.
Father James P. Bridges
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Last Week’s Collection 26,701.01

For the week of June 18, 2017

Regular
Building Fund

Financial reports are available in the parish
office.

Sunday, June 18 - The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
Father’s Day

Monday, June 19 - St. Romuald

Tuesday, June 20– Summer Solstice

Wednesday, June 21 - St. Aloysius Gonzaga

Thursday, June 22 - St. Paulinus of Nola, St. John Fisher, &
St. Thomas Moore

Friday, June 23 - The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

Saturday, June 24 - The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

Sunday, June 25 - Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

$25,822.01
$ 879.00

This Weekend’s
special collection
will be for Net
Ministries. NET

Ministries challenges young Catholics to love
Christ and embrace the life of the Church
through Catholic youth retreats, parish and
school discipleship, and youth ministry
resources. Thank you for your generosity!

June 18
Daniel Borrego
Kyler Bussell
Jonathon Carrasco
Lorena Deras
Efren Franco
Brian J Garcia
Ivan Gomez
Okanu Ikechukwu
Carol Kiowski
Tiffany Tuck
June 19
Lissette Antillon
Leticia Gutierrez
Lucy Hartley
Robert Reed Jr.
Yaritza Rivas
Damian Vasquez
June 20
Ever Chavez
Theresa Flores
Adrian Leyva
Raymond Munoz
Rosa L. Navarrete
John M. Orozco
Priscilla ValVerde
Alicia Villa
June 21
Cynthia Ardila
Amanda Cordova
Maritza Cordova
Kaitlyn Flores
Freddy Hernandez
Brenda Marcum
Luis Palomares
Edward Rodriguez
Anna Sanchez
Dolores Seerey
Maira Villa

June 22
Eva Chavez
Stephanie Fairchild
Tristan I. Garcia
Philip Herrera
Nicolas Montoya
Hannah Pallanes
David Ramirez
Nicholas Ybarra
June 23
Kim Lyssy
Marcie Moreno
Alicia Saldivar
Vianca Trujillo
Ann Willis

June 24
Joe Aguirre Jr.
Pegey Joseph
Andrew Madrid
Ian Paz
Christina Ramirez
Charles Rice
Elizabeth Salcedo
J.C. Salinas
Diane Sanchez
Marty Smith
June 25
Maeson Baeza
Brittany Bowcett
Stella Buzan
Stephen Fanning
Katelin Filip
Mark Kollar II
Hector Mendoza
Joe Munoz
Sheila Payne
Rogelio Robles
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Ignacio (J.R.) Villegas, Amber Melinda Villegas, Gracie Mata,

Marty Barrett, Alyss Munoz, Alejandro Munoz, George
Rainey, Felipe Sotelo, Maria Jimenez, Ines Rodriguez,
Maria Luisa Rodriguez, Josefina Alvarez, Vanessa
Renteria, Jesus Hernandez, Ann Plumlee, Paul Rindahl,
Joe Wright & Kim Nearburg, Ruben Belloc & family,
Dominga Belloc & family, Mark Clark, Esmeralda Cortes, Mercy Sanchez, Angi Morales, Rebecca Cedillo,
Cecilia Reyes, Terisa Munoz, Jude Munoz, Brittny Garza, Daniel P., Max Mendoza, Kenneth B. Jones,
Jaden Marmolejo, Mayra Favela, Tameron Ramon, Javier Florez, Eiddie & Maria Laing, Jim Brimer, Alicia S.,
Noah Stone, Elia Gonzalez, IsaiahV., Vanessa V., Dina Angay, Reginald Odima, Mason Allen, Olga,
Anthony, Eva Talamantez, Potsy Sotelo, Jaelynn G. Garcia, Jose Luis Pando, Beatriz Pacheco, Bea Herrera,
Acosta Family, Julio Orozco, Maria Orozco, Sandra Orozco, Yolanda Rodriguez, Dina Harper, Larry White,
Arian Mendoza, Gina Angay, Dolores Higgins, Palmer Ann Anderson, Bob Field, Dorothy Markey, Helene
Naydock, William Bernreuther, Bonnie Lentner, Gina Angay, Arian Mendoza, Jessie Castillas, Pepe Lopez,
Cynthia & Christy, Margaret Robson, Juanita Avalos, Jesus Munoz, Anita Morin, Joe Munoz III, Bertha
Renteria, Bill Hobbs, Michelle Rizo, Nora Lujan, Mary Ramirez, Enedina Gonzales, Morales Family
Email frontdesk.sscc@att.net or call the office at
520-7394 to be added to the prayer list

THIS WEEK ONLY THE
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Thursday
8:30 am—4:30 pm

(closed 12—1 pm for lunch)

Friday
1:00 pm—4:30 pm

ST. STEPHEN’S
CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Monday - Friday
6:45 am - 7:00 am; 12 noon - 12:15 pm;

& 5:00 - 5:30 pm
Saturday
7:45 am - 8:00 am; 4:00 - 4:45 pm
Sunday
20 minutes prior to each Mass
And anytime, by appointment

SCHOOL’S
OUT
Come celebrate
that school is
out and
summer is here with us at the youth
building on Wednesday from 6pm—8pm.
We will have youth group all of June and
July so that you wont be bored this
summer and we are kicking it off big.
Bring a friend and we’ll see you there!

Young Adult Retreat (18-30 year old) will be
selling tickets on June 17 & 18 to help pay for
the Retreat. Applications will also be available
along with more information.
Please prayerfully consider signing up to be a
substitute to fill-in for our regular adorers when
needed. Adoration is a quiet time spent in prayer; it is
a way to deepen your personal relationship with
Jesus. Share your needs, hurts, joys and sorrows and grow
in faith, hope, and love. Receive the peace of Christ. You
may spend your time any way you want, prayer books,
reading the Bible, praying the Rosary or just sitting and
relaxing in the silence. Call Linda Foster at (432) 559-8888.
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¡¡¡CORPUS CHRISTI!!! LA SOLEMNIDAD DEL SANTÍSIMO CUERPO Y
SANGRE DE CRISTO. 18 DE JUNIO DE 2017
Misa de sanación y liberación el último domingo de mes.
Queridos hermanos en el Señor nuestras rodillas, así como nuestro corazón se han de postrar en
adoración frente a este gran misterio eucarístico; si bien el jueves santo se arrodilló la divinidad
para besarle los pies a la humanidad, hoy en la Fiesta del Santísimo Cuerpo y Sangre de Cristo, la
humanidad se ha de arrodillar para besar con el alma el misterio divino de la presencia real de
Jesucristo.
Nuestro pueblo, a raíz de los últimos sucesos que han oscurecido la vida política, se está
alimentando con el pan de la incertidumbre, con el pan de la fatalidad, con el pan del desprestigio y
por tanto de la incredulidad, y es que nos hemos olvidado de Dios, nos hemos olvidado de Cristo,
pan vivo bajado del cielo y las consecuencias son notorias, corrupción, debilidad en la instituciones
y desánimo estructural en la construcción de un mundo nuevo.
Hermanos y hermanas, poner nuestras voluntades a los pies de este misterio insondable, la Santa
Eucaristía, es decirle al Hijo de Dios con ferviente fe, queremos volver a Ti, no nos escondas tu
rostro, mira a nuestro pueblo que sufre violencia, consuela a los desvalidos, alza de la basura al
pobre, y a nosotros bajo la protección amorosa del Corazón Inmaculado de María, concédenos ser
pan de vida y consuelo para nuestros hermanos.
Hermana Gertrudis Muñoz Mendieta I.C.A.S.

AVISOS:
•

19 de junio da inicio el Campamento Bíblico de verano para niños y niñas de 5 – 12 años de 8
a.m. a 12 p.m. Traigan a sus hijos no los empobrezcan, los esperamos no falten.

El teléfono directa de hermanas es el (432)520-2057
CUAL ES EL PROPÓSITO DE VISITAR EL
SANTÍSIMO?
* Entender más profundamente el Misterio de la
verdadera presencia de Jesucristo en la Santa
Eucaristía.
* Fortalecer nuestra relación con Jesucristo.
* Expresar nuestro amor, nuestra gratitud y nuestro
respeto por Cristo Nuestro Señor.
CUALES SON LOS BENEFICIOS DE LAS VISITAS AL
SANTÍSIMO?
* "La vida espiritual de nuestras familias se fortalece a
través de nuestra Hora Santa". San Juan Pablo II
* "La única vez que Nuestro Señor les pidió algo a los
apóstoles fue la noche de su agonía. Su única suplica
fue que lo acompañaran por una hora". Arzobispo
Fulton Sheen.
NECESITAMOS SUBSTITUTOS DURANTE EL VERANO
PARA CUBRIR HORAS CON EL SANTÍSIMO, CUANDO
NUESTROS ADORADORES REGULARES SALGAN DE
VACACIONES. PODRÍAS PASAR UNA HORA CON
JESÚS? FAVOR DE LLAMAR A LINDA FOSTER AL
432-559-8888
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Helping Hands
of Midland

Because we feel it is important that you know how and
where your donations to Helping Hands are spent, here is
what was done last week:

1301 Brinson Lane

(432) 520-8900

Water
Rent
Medical
Total

1 family
25 families
2 families

$ 1,200.00
$24,410.87
$ 445.91
$26,056.78

www.helpinghandsmidland.com

A few weeks ago we met with Gabriel, a young man who was two months behind on
his rent and utility bills and was also behind on his car payment and insurance. He is young, strong
and healthy and until recently held a job making good money in his oilfield-related job that he had
held for a good, long time. But he quit his job.
Gabriel and his wife Rachel married ten years ago. Young and very much in love, they lived
the dream. He held a good job and was able to provide a home for his wife. They soon had a baby
and two short years later another came. Life was good.
But then Rachel was diagnosed with breast cancer, and it was necessary that she have a
mastectomy. Chemo and radiation followed and eventually the cancer went into remission. They
were soon able to make up the debt they had accumulated with her illness and life returned to a
normal routine of raising their babies and loving each other. They were happy.
But two years later the cancer returned with a vengeance. This time it had traveled to her
brain and there was no hope of recovery. Hopelessly, Gabriel watched his beloved weaken and
before she died she made him promise that he would take care of their babies and make them the
most important part of his life. She was 34-years-old when she passed.
When he visited us two months after her funeral, he told us that he had quit his job. It was a
night job in the oilfield, and he could no longer do that and care for his children. He could not find a
babysitter. He was offered a job out of state, but he could not, and would not, leave his children. He
is still out of work, looking for a job that will provide an income and also allow him to raise his
children.
He proudly showed us a photo of his children — a beautiful 6-year-old boy and a 4-year-old
girl who held their arms around each other and smiled joyfully into the camera. We know he will
make Rachel proud to see that their children are loved and well cared for.
We were able to bring all of his bills current. Please pray that he finds a job soon that will
allow him to be home at night with his children. And thank you for your generosity that made it
possible to help him through this crisis.
Club Dance
St. Stephen’s Catholic Church,
4601 Neely
Gloria Denman Ballroom
Date/Time: Friday, FRIDAY, June 30, 2017/7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Cost / Attire: $30.00 per person / Casual
Band: “Emily & the Rumba Kings” (Variety)
Caterer: Felix Buenrostro with Catering Express
Menu: Meatloaf with Italian sauce, herbed baked chicken, rice pilaf, California blend vegetables, spinach salad
with strawberries, garlic bread, carrot cake, chocolate cake, vanilla ice cream, tea and water.

NO ALCOHOL MAY BE BROUGHT INTO THE BALLROOM BY INDIVIDUALS
**NOTE: NO BYOB is allowed due to change in church policy.

Reservations may be mailed to Club Dance, P. O. Box 7421, Midland, TX 79708. Reservation deadline is
Wednesday, June 28, 2017. For more information, please contact Dianne Anderson at: 432-684-4560 or
clubdancemidland@hotmail.com.

