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St. Stephen’s Catholic Church

4601 Neely Avenue Midland, Texas 79707 (432) 520-7394
www.ststephensmidlandtx.com

Fax (432) 520-7395

Monsignor James P. Bridges, Pastor
Assistant Pastor: Fr. Bala Anthony

Deacons: Leonard Hendon, Luis Mata, Fidel Saldivar, Larry Salazar
Sisters: Gertrudis Muñoz, Leonila Torres
Youth Director: Deacon Larry Salazar
Director of Religious Education: Gretchen Lara
Music Director: Gabriel Salgado

Club Dance

St. Stephen’s Catholic Church, 4601 Neely
Gloria Denman Ballroom

Date/Time: SATURDAY, May 13, 2017/7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Cost / Attire: $30.00 per person / Casual
Band: “Cadillac Jack” (Country & Western, Swing)
Caterer: Felix Buenrostro with Catering Express
Menu: Bar-b-q brisket and chicken, pinto beans, green beans, coleslaw, potato
salad, jalapeno cornbread, peach and apple cobbler, vanilla ice
cream, tea and water.
NO ALCOHOL MAY BE BROUGHT INTO THE BALLROOM BY INDIVIDUALS
**NOTE: NO BYOB is allowed due to change in church policy.

Reservations may be mailed to Club Dance, P. O. Box 7421, Midland, TX 79708.
Reservation deadline is Wednesday, May 10, 2017. For more information, please
contact Dianne Anderson at: 432-684-4560 or clubdancemidland@hotmail.com.

Diocese of San Angelo Superintendent of Catholic
Schools – Position Opening

The Diocese of San Angelo is seeking a Superintendent of Schools. The
Superintendent of Schools is responsible for coordinating the educational
programs of the Catholic Schools in the Diocese of San Angelo, and
implementing diocesan guidelines and policies of the Texas Catholic
Conference Education Department. There are currently three Catholic
Schools in operation in the diocese. The Superintendent of Schools assists
the bishop as well as the pastors of the sponsoring parishes, facilitates
activities of the Diocesan School Commission, and provides consultation
and expertise to the local school boards. The Superintendent also serves
as a member of the board of directors for the upcoming Holy Cross Catholic
High School in Midland-Odessa. Qualifications for this position include a
Master of Education degree with at least 18 hours of Administration
Supervision, and 5 years’ experience as a Catholic School principal. This
position will become available on June 9, 2017 and is part-time with
variable hours. Occasional travel is required. Interested applicants should
contact Michael Wyse, Director of Human Resources, Diocesan Pastoral
Center; PO Box 1829, San Angelo, TX 76902; (325) 651-7500;
E-mail – mwyse@sanangelodiocese.org.

Last Week’s Collection - $41906.83
Regular
$36,890.30
Building Fund
$ 100.00
Catholic Home Mission $ 4,916.53
Financial reports are available in the parish
office.

This weekend’s special
collection is for the poor of
Midland as distributed by
Helping Hands of Midland.
Please help.
Thank you!

Tim Hayter will be
assigned as
Assistant Pastor at
St. Stephen’s
effective July 1,
2017,

Fr. Bala Anthony
Govindu will become
Assistant Pastor at
St. Joseph and St.
Anthony in Odessa
on July 1, 2017.
Fr. Bala

Dina Angay, Reginald Odima, Mason Allen, Olga, Anthony, Eva Talamantez, Potsy
Sotelo, Jaelynn G. Garcia, Jose Luis Pando, Beatriz Pacheco, Bea Herrera, Acosta
Family, Julio Orozco, Maria Orozco, Sandra Orozco, Yolanda Rodriguez, Dina Harper,
Larry White, Arian Mendoza, Gina Angay, Dolores Higgins, Palmer Ann Anderson, Bob
Field, Dorothy Markey, Helene Naydock, William Bernreuther, Bonnie Lentner, Gina Angay, Arian Mendoza, Jessie
Castillas, Pepe Lopez, Cynthia & Christy, Margaret Robson, Juanita Avalos, Jesus Munoz, Anita Morin, Joe Munoz III,
Bertha Renteria, Bill Hobbs, Michelle Rizo, Nora Lujan, Mary Ramirez, Enedina Gonzales, Morales Family, Olga Rodriguez, Joseph
Young, Margarita Cereceres, Kaely Munoz, Alejandro Munoz, Jr., Ines 0Rodriguez, Maria Luisa Rodriguez, Josefina Alvarez, Jesse
Julius Garcia, Dayton Martinez, Juanita Muniz, Brigido & Alma Garza & Family, Raymond Swafford, Bill Swafford, Isaiah Vasquez,
Gracie Mata, Suzette Flores, Alexa Hernandez, Cristina Camagong, Angelo Camagong, Ernesto Camagong, Jessica Sears, Martha
Albert, Michael Albert, Mykee Angay, Teresa Kiser, Robyn Cody, Mark Clark, Vanessa V
Email frontdesk.sscc@att.net or call the office at 520-7394 to be added to the prayer list

Dearly Beloved,
At funerals, when we are confronted with death, it’s not uncommon to ask
questions about life. Totally unconventual Jerome was fourteen. Music was
his only interest. School for him was forced torture. He was loved only by me
and his Grandmother, whose body was being carried toward the altar when
Jerome stuffed a piece of paper in my hand while asking, “Father, please read
this for Grandma.” It was a copy of the song, “The Circle of Life,” from the
movie “The Lion King”:
From the day we arrive on the planet
and blinking, step into the sun
There’s more to be seen than can ever be seen
More to do than can ever be done
Some say eat or be eaten
Some say live and let live
But all are agreed as they join the stampede
You should never take more than you give
Some of us fall by the wayside
And some of us soar to the stars
And some of us sail through our troubles
And some have to live with the scars
There’s far too much to take in here
More to find than can ever be found
But the sun rolling high
Through the sapphire sky
Keeps the great and small on the endless round
In the Circle of Life
It’s the wheel of fortune
It’s the leap of faith
It’s the band of hope
Till we find our place
On the path unwinding
In the Circle, the Circle of Life

As I read this song during the funeral I thought of what Jesus said, “Father, what you have
hidden from the learned and the clever you have revealed to the merest children.” (Mt. 11:15)
Where but at a funeral could life be better pictured as a Circle? Characteristic of all God’s
gifts is how they come to us full of potential needing tons of care and nurturing to give the
joy God intended. When we wiggled out of the womb as a little pile of potential, most of us
weighed less than ten pounds. The left-upward curve of our Circle of Life is where we fill
ourselves with the food, shelter, clothing, love, wisdom, faith, and much, much more from
those who love and care for us. To our discredit some of these gifts are offered but refused
and wasted. To our credit those gifts we accept and nurture become our pride and joy. From
early on even though we are surrounded by people who get so much delight in sharing their
gifts with us we live under the illusion that what we are gathering is ours and for us alone.
This may last until we fall in love. Then we want to share and give everything to our beloved.
For some like me our beloved is the people of God. For most it is an individual who becomes
a spouse and the two mutually give to each other all they have gathered. Soon the
downward sprawling slide on the right side of the Circle of Life begins as they start pouring
what they have mutually given to each other into children as well as the needy far and near.
The perfect life is to end empty where God can fill us with His divine life for all eternity. He
made room for each of us and all of us when He emptied Himself completely on the cross.
Let’s make room for Him as we empty out in service and care for one another, especially
those who do not have the wherewithal to live on a level of human dignity.
Joyfully yours in the Risen Lord,
Msgr. James P. Bridges
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Mass Schedule & Intentions
For the week of May 7th
Sunday, May 7 - 4th Sunday of Easter

Monday, May 8

Tuesday, May 9

Wednesday, May 10 - St. Damien de Veuster

Thursday, May 11

Friday, May 12 - Sts. Nereus and Achilleus

May 7
Emma Berry
Dora Garcia
Maribel Gomez
Jose Guardado
Guadalupe Hinojos
Suan Mang
Patrick Matthews
Ruth Merino
Jacob Payne
May 8
Julian Baeza
Eira Dominguez
Mandy Hinojos
Yvette Pinal
Aron Salcedo
Randy White
Pamela Desparrois
May 9
Amanda Franca
Abigail Gutierrez
Sebastian Hernandez
Nevada Ivey
Ruby Jakl
Russell Sailler
Bailley Schrader
Aliyah Valdez
Gina Ybarra
May 10
Alejandro Alvarado
Ramon Domingo
Jesus Dominguez Jr
Juan Carlos Gomez
Rory Matthews
Monica Molinar
Oscar Montanez
Robin Reed
Rachelle Reyes
Marcelo Santamaria
Jesus Villa

May 11
Katrina Hernandez
Cristal Lujan
Leslie Mora
Nathan Nanez
Simeon Olaleye
Paul Pause
Yvonne Reyes
Chloe Salinas
May 12
Dominic Ashton
Savannah Barger
Pollyanna Fryt
Faye Hodges
Theresa Martinez
Kevin Ramirez
Janie Velarde
May 13
Isaiah Hernandez
Alexander Hinojos
Gaby Jimenez
Chelsea Lyles
Thomas Murphy
May 14
Eva Brown
Anna Maria Carrasco
Kevin Kohl
Rick Martinez
Jasmine Morales
Omar Rosas
Helen Strange
Enedina Tarango
Angel Villegas

Saturday, May 13 - Our Lady of Fatima

Sunday, May 14 - 5th Sunday of Easter - Mother’s Day

ST. STEPHEN’S
CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Monday - Friday
6:45 am - 7:00 am; 12 noon - 12:15 pm;

& 5:00 - 5:30 pm
Saturday
7:45 am - 8:00 am; 4:00 - 4:45 pm
Sunday
20 minutes prior to each Mass
And anytime, by appointment
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Domingo 7 de mayo 2017 - 4° Domingo de Pascua Ciclo “A”
Misa de sanación y liberación el último domingo de mes.

¡¡¡Seamos parroquianos orantes visitemos al Santísimo Sacramento de la Eucaristía!!!
Todos los días Él nos espera.
JESÚS, BUEN PASTOR ¡¡¡ HE VENIDO PARA QUE TENGAN VIDA Y LA TENGAN EN ABUNDANCIA !!!

En el texto de hoy, Jesús da un nuevo paso: Él no es solo el Pastor sino además la Puerta por donde el rebaño
necesariamente debe pasar. Puerta de acogida y libertad: las ovejas pueden entrar y salir. La voz del pastor es
inconfundible y su amor es un amor personalizado: conoce a sus ovejas por su nombre. Así es Jesús: cercano,
sensible al contacto humano, solidario, generoso en el amor y desinteresado. Debe llenarnos el corazón de
gozo al sentirnos amados de esta manera tan personal y cercana. Este es el pastor de nuestras vidas. Ojalá
acertemos con la puerta y entremos por ella para encontrarnos con el abrazo del Pastor de nuestras vidas.
Hermana Gertrudis Muñoz Mendieta I.C.A.S.

AVISOS:

MAYO MES DEDICADO A LA SANTÍSIMA VIRGEN MARÍA. Ven antes de la misa para rezar el Rosario, y esta es una
buena razón para rezar el Rosario en familia, ¡¡¡recuerda!!! familia que reza unida permanece unida.
LA SOCIEDAD GUADALUPANA. Honrara a la Santísima Virgen María todos los domingos del mes de mayo
ofreciéndole rosas en el momento del ofertorio de las misas de 12:30 y de 7:00.
EL PRÓXIMO SÁBADO 13 DE MAYO, a partir de mediodía inicia nuestra Kermes. Festival preparado y dedicado a
toda la Familia habrá: música en vivo, danzas folclóricas, comida riquísima, bebidas de todo tipo, juegos, paseos para
niños, Bingo, y la rifa.
EL PRÓXIMO DOMINGO 14 DE MAYO, a partir de mediodía no olvides que tenemos un EVENTO ESPECIAL PARA
TODAS LAS MADRES DE FAMILIA habrá: música en vivo, danzas folclóricas, variedad de comida riquísima, bebidas
de todo tipo, juegos y paseos para niños, Bingo, y la tan espera rifa. Los esperamos no falten.
MINISTERIO DE ACTS PARA HOMBRES EN ESPAÑOL. Ya están entregando las aplicaciones o fichas de inscripción
para el retiro que se llevará a cabo del 18 al 21 de mayo 2017 solicite su aplicación con Ubaldo Medina al núm. 432934-3555.

SEGUIMOS PIDIENDO SE ANOTEN HOMBRES PARA AYUDAR A ARMAR LOS PUESTOS DE LA
KERMES EL PRÓXIMO SABADO.

AVISO URGENTE
A todas las personas que llevaron o les
dieron boletos para vender
entréguenlos en esta semana en la
oficina o a la persona que se los dio de lo
contrario los ticks que no entreguen no
participan en la rifa.

Tim Hayter, se
asignará como vicario
parroquial en efectivo
de San Esteban, 01 de
julio de 2017,
El Padre Bala
Anthony Govindu
será vicario
parroquial en San
José y San Antonio
en Odessa en 01 de
julio de 2017.
Del Padre Toñito
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ATTENTION CONFIRMATION II
STUDENTS:
Confirmation Rehearsal NEW DATE
is on Wednesday, May 10, 2017 @
6:30 p.m., in the main Sanctuary.
CONFIRMATION MASS will be on
Wednesday, May 17, 2017 @ 6:30 p.m.
If you have any questions, please contact Deacon
Larry Salazar (806) 778-5847 or Klarisa Molina (432)
638-0950.
ATTENTION CLASS OF 2017 GRADUATES!
There will be a Graduation Mass honoring all St.
Stephens 2017 High School Graduates on Sunday,
June 4, 2017 @ 5:00 p.m. If you would like to
participate in the Graduation Mass,
please contact Kathleen Molina at
(432) 528-3324 for more
information. Thank you and
Congratulations to 2017 Graduating
Seniors!

St. Stephen’s 2017 Kermesse Family
Festival Tickets
May be returned to the Parish Office
Thank you for your support in making this
Kermesse a success!
Anyone with Keys for the Parish Office, Youth
Building, and Classrooms will no longer work
effective Monday, May 8th. Please
return all Keys to the Parish Office.
Thank you!

New Deacon Class….What is a deacon?

The Come & See sessions will help answer your questions. These
informational sessions are being presented in Midland, Big Spring,
Abilene and San Angelo. The inquiry period begins in September
2017. The Midland meeting is scheduled for May 19th at St. Ann's
Church from 6:30-8:00 pm. For more information call or email Deacon
Freddy Medina 325-651-7500 fmedina@sanangelodiocese.org

Vacation Bible School will be
June 12-16th 2017 from 8am—
12pm! Send your kids on an
imaginative, impacting
adventure this summer at St.
Stephen’s! At Maker Fun
Factory VBS, kids discover not
only that God made them the
way they are, but for a purpose
too! Register now!
If you would like to volunteer,
please contact Gretchen @
(432)520-7394.

Mother’s Day Corsages 2017
The St. Stephen’s Women’s Organization is taking
orders for
Mother’s Day Corsages
Cost for a single Orchid Is $10.00 each
Deadline to order is latest by Monday, May 8th by 4 PM
** Corsages are to be picked up on **
Saturday, May 13 2017
From 9 AM –12 Noon in the Foyer
Rest will be placed in the refrigerator in the little kitchen

For any questions, Elaine Nguyen at Elainen05@gmail.com or any of the ladies of
the St. Stephen’s Women’s Organization

Seminaian for the Month
Reginald Odima


Registration is now ongoing in the Parish Office at
this time and during the Summer. Limited spots
available! Please Register Now!
Any questions please contact
Gretchen at (432)520-7394

3rd Year Theology at
Assumption Seminary
 Birthday: September 06,
1989
 From: Nairobi, Kenya/ Fort
Worth, TX
 Favorite Food: All Kinds
Loves to play all sports
 Reggie will be Ordained to
the Transitional Diaconate
May 27, 2017

Pray for Reggie!
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Helping Hands
of Midland
1301 Brinson Lane

(432) 520-8900
www.helpinghandsmidland.com

Because we feel it is important that you know how and
where your donations to Helping Hands are spent, here is
what was done last week:
Electric
Water
Rent
Medical
TOTAL

1 families
3 families
32 families
2 families

$
200.00
$
223.87
$ 24,802.00
$
536.00
$ 25,761.89

A few of the families we helped this week:
Joe is a 61-year-old man who was in a car accident in February. He hurt his knee, back and shoulder,
is undergoing treatment but is unable to go back to work until his doctor releases him. He had been
supporting himself with money from his insurance settlement and his income tax refund, however all of that
money is now gone. He told us he is unable to receive unemployment because technically he is unable to
work. He has applied for disability and has a lawyer assisting him, however it may take until July for the
payments to start. Joe is a single man and has no family. We helped him with three month’s rent that will
take him to July.
Sheila was also in a car accident two weeks ago, and while she was unhurt, her car was totaled.
Unfortunately the person who ran into her had no insurance, and Sheila, being a young, single mom with two
children had only liability on her car. She missed several days’ work trying to find rides to get to her job which
is on the outskirts of town, where the buses do not run. Her employer was very patient with her because she
is a good employee however the stress of having two school-aged children that needed transporting to school
plus getting herself to her own job was getting to her. She asked for help with rent so that she could deal with
getting some form of transportation. Not only were we happy to help her with one month’s rent, but we just
happened to have a car donated to us the day before we met with her. All of her paperwork was in order
(insurance, license etc.) so it gave us great job to be able to transfer the title over to her and to see the look
of sheer happiness and relief on her face. Bless the man who so generously gave us the car!
Mary is a 42-year-old woman who is on disability, having already undergone 18 brain surgeries. She
had been living with her mother however mom passed away 3 months ago. When she died her checking
account was closed and Mary’s Social Security checks which had always been deposited into her mom’s
bank account were returned to Social Security, leaving Mary with no money. She was evicted from her
apartment and moved into her car with her 3 Chihuahuas and her parrot. She was able to contact Social
Security and have her checks re-sent to a newly opened bank account, however it would take 5-7 days
before the money transfer would take place. We questioned her on the feasibility of keeping all the pets but
she explained tearfully that with the death of her mother her pets were all she had left. Our hearts went out to
this poor woman who suffered physically from mental impairment and emotionally from the loss of her only
friend. She found a motel that would take her and her pets and we paid for the five days she would need to
be there. We asked her if she needed more time but she said that no, once her money came in she would
have enough to find a place to live. We pray for her.
We thank all of you for the generous support you give us that allows us to help these people face
adversities over which they had no control. God bless you for being God’s protective arms reaching out to
them.
We would like to thank you and appreciate you
for your generous donations towards
Kermesse Family Fun Fair
ST. JOSEPH'S HOME HEALTH, INC, MR. & MRS. SEAN
CARROLL, DR. SARA E SIRUTA, MR. & MRS. THOMAS G
MIDKIFF, DOYLE HARTMAN OIL OPERATOR, MR. & MRS. RANDALL L. ROUSE, MR. & MRS. DARREL WIESMAN,
BASIN ROOFING, NC STURGEON, CHERYL MAY JONES, NANCY BEAL, GASKET SERVICE, RECOVERY HOME
THERAPY, KAYSER, JOHN SPENSOR, ALLIED WIRELINE, FARMERS INSURANCE PENDING, JOSEPH
CHWALBACH, CINDY ACOSTA, JEMINA TRUE, FARMERS INSURANCE, REGGIE LAWRENCE, MIKE GLENN, MR.
& MRS. DOUGLAS MAY, MR.& MRS. SHAWN ADAMS, MR. & MRS. CARL KOVACICH, MS. LINDA FOSTER, MS.
JOSIE BRENNER, MR. & MRS. ROY GUERRA, MR. & MRS. CEPERO, MR. & MRS. RICHARD KIEKBUSCH, MR.
LOUIS BEIQUE, MR. & MRS. RICHARD GRENVIK, MR. & MRS. PEDRO VASQUEZ, MR. & MRS. STEPHEN R.
FANNING, MR. & MRS. RICKY NGUYEN, MS. GLORIA DAGDAG, MR. & MRS. BARRY S. CRISWELL, AND ALL
PRIVATE DONORS

