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Dearly Beloved,

The public worship of God has always been practiced whenever, wherever mankind
occupied a place on our planet. Once explorers thought they had found an exception
because a tribe had shown no sign of worshiping throughout the months they had been with
them. After they left, one of the explorers returned secretly to retrieve something
accidentally left behind only to find the entire tribe worshiping and to learn it was against the
tribe’s rules to worship while strangers were present. Common to all human worshiping
practices throughout history was the offering of sacrifices to the gods in expiation for the
sins of the people. When Abraham journeyed to the land of Cana, he found the Canaanites
offering to their gods human sacrifices. There and other places where human or animal
sacrifices were being offered in atonement for sin, only the purest and finest were sacrificed. Did Abraham,
our Father in faith, love God enough to do what he witnessed the Canaanites were doing? The answer came
when he was asked to sacrifice his only legitimate son, Isaac. When Moses was called to lead his people to
the Promised Land, they had to kill and use the blood and eat the flesh of unblemished lambs to get away
from bondage. God stipulated these saving events be commemorated by offering lambs and other animals
while worshiping at the temple in expiation and forgiveness for the sins of the Jewish people. Each year
hundreds of thousands of unblemished lambs and other animals were killed and offered as sin offerings.
These temple sacrifices as well as those of the pagans throughout the world were dreadfully inadequate. At
best they were a pale prefiguring of a perfect sacrifice still to come. This left man frustrated beyond measure.
As intelligent creatures with free will, we can offend our creator but we can’t make adequate restitution. We
live and have our being on a much lower level than God. If my dog inflicts serious damage on you or your
child you will sue me, not my dog. The amends must be made by someone on the same level of the one
hurt.
Finally, in the fullness of time, the Father so loved the world that He sent His only Son to be our
Savior. God joined His Divine nature with our Human nature where at last we had a way of offering a perfect
sacrifice in atonement of our sins. What a gift the Incarnation is to all of us! With John the Baptist, we say of
Jesus at the Sacrifice of the Mass, “Behold the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” When
Jesus cleansed the temple of animals and declared His body as the new temple, He said, “Destroy this
temple and in three days I will raise it up.” Christ made the sacrifice of His passion and death in atonement
for mankind’s sins present before it happened so He could make it present to us who live 200 years after it
happen. The second preface of the Holy Eucharist states it very clearly:
At the Last Supper, as He sat at table with His apostles,
He offered Himself to You (Father) as the spotless lamb,
The acceptable gift that gives You perfect praise.
Christ has given us this memorial of His passion
To bring us it’s saving power until the end of time.
This is why we call the Mass a Sacrifice. Without a Sacrifice there is no worship. Preaching, reading
from holy books, sacred music and pious prayers complement worship wonderfully but cannot be substituted
for the Eucharist. How sad it is to see outside some Church schedules giving the times of worship but on the
inside there is no Eucharist. What a misnomer!

Joyfully yours in the Risen Lord,
Msgr. James P. Bridges
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Mass Schedule & Intentions
For the week of April 30th
Sunday, April 30 - 3rd Sunday of Easter

Monday, May 1 - St. Joseph the Worker

Tuesday, May 2 - St. Athanasius

Marriage Jubilee 2017

All couples who are
celebrating their 25, 30, 35,
40, 45, 50, and above
wedding anniversaries
(church marriage, not civil
marriage) in the calendar year of 2017
are invited to the Diocesan Marriage
Jubilee bilingual celebration on May 21,
2017, at 3:00 p.m. in the Sacred Heart
Cathedral, San Angelo. Families and
friends are invited to accompany our
jubilarians to this celebration. Renewal of
vows will take place within the Mass.
This celebration will conclude with a
reception in the Cathedral gymnasium, to
which all are invited. You can register at
the Parish office or call the office at
520-7394. The deadline to register for
this celebration is May 5, 2017.
Last Week’s Collection - $32,309.56

Wednesday, May 3 - Sts. Philip and James

Regular
Building Fund

$31,079.56
$ 1,230.00

Financial reports are available in the parish
office

Thursday, May 4

Friday, May 5

Saturday, May 6

Sunday, May 7 - 4th Sunday of Easter

This weekend our
special collection
April 29-30 is for the
Catholic Home
Missions Appeal.
This national appeal
supports dioceses in
the United States that
lack the resources to provide basic
pastoral ministry to their populations.
Through annual grants, Catholic Home
Missions funds catechesis, seminarian
education, lay ministry training, Hispanic
ministry, and other pastoral programs in
needy dioceses. The dioceses funded
by the Appeal comprise over 40 percent
of all U.S. dioceses, including our own
Diocese of Angelo. Thank you for your
support.
Upcoming Baptismal Classes:
May 7th & May 21st
English : 2:00 - 4:30
Spanish: 2:30 - 5:00
Please Call Parish Office to Register
(432) 520– 7394
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Cynthia Acosta, Julio Orozco,
Maria Orozco, Sandra
Orozco, Yolanda Rodriguez,
Dina Harper, Larry White,
Arian Mendoza, Gina Angay, Dolores Higgins, Palmer
Ann Anderson, Bob Field, Dorothy Markey, Helene Naydock,
William Bernreuther, Bonnie Lentner, Gina Angay, Arian Mendoza,
Jessie Castillas, Pepe Lopez, Cynthia & Christy, Margaret Robson,
Juanita Avalos, Jesus Munoz, Anita Morin, Joe Munoz III, Bertha
Renteria, Bill Hobbs, Michelle Rizo, Nora Lujan, Mary Ramirez,
Enedina Gonzales, Morales Family, Olga Rodriguez, Joseph
Young, Margarita Cereceres, Kaely Munoz, Alejandro Munoz, Jr.,
Ines Rodriguez, Maria Luisa Rodriguez, Josefina Alvarez, Jesse
Julius Garcia, Dayton Martinez, Juanita Muniz, Brigido & Alma
Garza & Family, Raymond Swafford, Bill Swafford, Isaiah Vasquez,
Gracie Mata, Suzette Flores, Alexa Hernandez, Cristina Camagong,
Angelo Camagong, Ernesto Camagong, Jessica Sears, Martha
Albert, Michael Albert, Mykee Angay, Teresa Kiser, Robyn Cody,
Mark Clark, Eva Talamantez, Potsy Sotelo, Jaelynn G. Garcia,
Vanessa V, Alicia Stoneking, Magdalena Amador, Jimmy Sturgeon
Email frontdesk.sscc@att.net or call the office at 520-7394 to be
added to the prayer list

Diocese of San Angelo Superintendent of Catholic
Schools – Position Opening
The Diocese of San Angelo is seeking a Superintendent of Schools. The
Superintendent of Schools is responsible for coordinating the educational
programs of the Catholic Schools in the Diocese of San Angelo, and
implementing diocesan guidelines and policies of the Texas Catholic
Conference Education Department. There are currently three Catholic
Schools in operation in the diocese. The Superintendent of Schools assists
the bishop as well as the pastors of the sponsoring parishes, facilitates
activities of the Diocesan School Commission, and provides consultation
and expertise to the local school boards. The Superintendent also serves
as a member of the board of directors for the upcoming Holy Cross
Catholic High School in Midland-Odessa. Qualifications for this position
include a Master of Education degree with at least 18 hours of
Administration Supervision, and 5 years’ experience as a Catholic School
principal. This position will become available on June 9, 2017 and is parttime with variable hours. Occasional travel is required. Interested
applicants should contact Michael Wyse, Director of Human Resources,
Diocesan Pastoral Center; PO Box 1829, San Angelo, TX 76902; (325)
651-7500; E-mail – mwyse@sanangelodiocese.org.

ST. STEPHEN’S
CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Monday - Friday
6:45 am - 7:00 am; 12 noon - 12:15 pm;

& 5:00 - 5:30 pm
Saturday
7:45 am - 8:00 am; 4:00 - 4:45 pm
Sunday
20 minutes prior to each Mass
And anytime, by appointment

April 30
James Buzan
Betty Coggins
Luis Diaz
Justus Ivey
Jessica Medina
Elizabeth Shrauner
May 1
Patrick Dearen
Erika Gomez
Felipe Marquez
Josefina Ochoa
Lily Rodriguez
Zoe Salazar
Yahaira Torres
May 2
Abel Abundez
Yoshio Chavez
Dayron Cruz
Francisco Deras
Liz Galindo
Carolina Giraldo
Loretta Gonzales
Eugene Lerma
Leon Samaniego
David Sanchez
Alexandra Santamaria
Jesse D. Sokolowski
Jerry Trujillo
May 3
Ivan Deras
Mario Hernandez
Louis Hignojos
Tony Pena
Ellen Taylor

May 4
Jose Alvarado
Bryce Higgins
Joseph Kiowski
Dino Lara III
Delfino Martinez
Monico Moreno
Keith Morris
Josie Munoz
Lizbet Saenz
May 5
Anayah Ayala
Linda Leps
Alma Lopez
Stacey Martinez
Joy Okwuwa
Aaron Ovalle
Jessica Salgado
Susana Villalobos
May 6
Erica Aguirre
Armando Anchondo
Elias Anchondo
Elaine Carrasco
Charlie Cisneros
Adriana Ramos
Lily C. Sokolowski
Carlos Vega
May 7
Emma Berry
Dora Garcia
Maribel Gomez
Jose Guardado
Guadalupe Hinojos
Suan Mang
Patrick Matthews
Ruth Merino
Jacob Payne

COMMUNION AND VISITATION
If you know of someone who is homebound, or is going into the
hospital and desires Communion, please call the parish office,
520-7394 to schedule visitation and Communion.
Eucharistic Adoration Opening
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday: 1:00 p.m.
Please prayerfully consider signing up to spend an
hour with our Lord in adoration! Call Linda Foster at
432-559-8888 for information.
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Domingo 30 de abril 2017 - 3° Domingo de Pascua Ciclo “A”
Misa de Sanación y liberación el último domingo de mes.
¡¡¡EL SANTISIMO SACRAMENTO DE LA EUCARISTIA!!!
Nos espera de lunes a viernes de día, de noche y de madrugada a tener un encuentro con El. Vean lo que nos dice el
Papa Francisco sobre la oración. “LA ORACIÓN ES LA FUERZA DEL HOMBRE Y LA DEBILIDAD DE DIOS”, es la
llave al corazón de Dios. Único medio para lograr una relación real y personal con El. Alcanzamos la intimidad a través
de la oración. Vallamos a Él con fe, sabiendo que Él nos escucha y responde a todas nuestras oraciones (I Juan 5,14).
¡¡¡Seamos parroquianos orantes!!!
En el Evangelio de hoy dos discípulos van en camino a Emaús. Desanimados. Con ojos incapaces de ver. No
comprenden las palabras del Señor. Y sólo el gesto de partir el pan les abre los ojos. Estos discípulos nos representan
a cada uno de nosotros. Celebremos nuevamente a Jesús Resucitado, que camina con nosotros, y en medio de la
rutina y los desánimos de cada día nos impulsa a vivir como personas nuevas y resucitadas. Como lo hizo en otro
tiempo con los discípulos de Emaús, Él nos explica el sentido de nuestra historia, sana nuestras heridas, y se nos
entrega como alimento para que no desfallezcamos en el camino que nuestros oídos y nuestros ojos se abran a su
presencia.
Dejémonos hoy encontrar por Él y pidámosle que nos encienda los corazones mientras nos habla. Que su alegría
colme nuestros corazones de serenidad en el camino de la vida, nos aliente a orar más, a escuchar con amor su
Palabra y a participar fraternalmente de sus Sacramentos.
Hermana Gertrudis Muñoz Mendieta I.C.A.S.

AVISOS:

MINISTERIO DE PADRES Y MADRES ORANTES. Los invitan a la oración por sus hijos e hijas el primer lunes de cada
mes comunicarse con Alicia García 432-813-7352.
MINISTERIO DEL SANTO ROSARIO. Hacen la invitación para que nuevos miembros se unan para rezar el Santo
Rosario todos los domingos antes de la misa de 12:30 y de 7:00 p.m. contactar a Olga González 830-734-9004.
MINISTERIO DE ACTS PARA HOMBRES EN ESPAÑOL. Invita a todos los que tengan voluntad de participar al retiro
que se llevará a cabo del 18 al 21 de mayo 2017 contactarse con Ubaldo Medina 432-934-3555.
MINISTERIO DE MATRIMONIOS. Invitan el día 5 de mayo 2017 a una plática sobre el respeto en pareja a las 7:00
p.m. en el salón 11.

AVISO URGENTE
A todas las personas que llevaron o les
dieron boletos para vender
entréguenlos en esta semana en la
oficina o a la persona que se los dio de lo
contrario los ticks que no entreguen no
participan en la rifa.
Nuestra colecta especial
este el fin de semana del 29
y 30 de abril es para el
Llamado para las Misiones
Católicas. Este llamado
ayuda a las diócesis en los Estados Unidos
que carecen de recursos para proporcionar un
ministerio pastoral básico a sus pobladores.
Mediante unas donaciones anuales, las
Misiones Católicas financian la catequesis, la
educación de seminaristas, la formación de
ministros laicos, el ministerio hispano, y otros
programas pastorales en las diócesis más
necesitadas. Las diócesis que son
financiadas por el llamado conforman más de
40 por ciento de todas las diócesis en los
Estados Unidos, incluyendo nuestra Diócesis
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ATTENTION CONFIRMATION II
STUDENTS:
Confirmation Rehearsal NEW DATE
is on Wednesday, May 10, 2017 @
6:30 p.m., in the main Sanctuary.
CONFIRMATION MASS will be on
Wednesday, May 17, 2017 @ 6:30 p.m.
If you have any questions, please contact Deacon
Larry Salazar (806) 778-5847 or Klarisa Molina (432)
638-0950.
ATTENTION CLASS OF 2017 GRADUATES!
There will be a Graduation Mass honoring all St.
Stephens 2017 High School Graduates on Sunday,
June 4, 2017 @ 5:00 p.m. If you would like to
participate in the Graduation Mass,
please contact Kathleen Molina at
(432) 528-3324 for more
information. Thank you and
Congratulations to 2017 Graduating
Seniors!

The St. Stephen’s Women’s
Organization
Is taking orders for
Mother’s Day Corsages
Will be sold after all Masses in
the Foyer starting April 22nd-23rd
Cost for a single Orchid
Is $10.00 each
Deadline to order is latest by
Monday, May 8th by 4 PM
** Corsages are to be picked up on **
Saturday, May 13 2017
From 9 AM –12 Noon in the Foyer
Rest will be placed in the refrigerator in the little kitchen

For any questions, Elaine Nguyen at Elainen05@gmail.com
or any of the ladies of the St. Stephen’s Women’s
Organization

St. Stephen’s 2017 Kermesse Family
Festival Tickets
May be returned to the Parish Office
Thank you for your support in making this
Kermesse a success!

Vacation Bible School will be
June 12-16th 2017 from 8am—
12pm! Send your kids on an
imaginative, impacting
adventure this summer at St.
Stephen’s! At Maker Fun
Factory VBS, kids discover not
only that God made them the
way they are, but for a purpose
too! Register now!
If you would like to volunteer,
please contact Gretchen @
(432)520-7394.

Mother’s Day Corsages 2017

Registration is now ongoing in the Parish Office at this time and during
the Summer. Limited spots available! Please Register Now!
Any questions please contact Gretchen at (432)520-7394

Seminarian for the Month
Ryan Ramirez
♦ 3rd Year Philosophy at
Conception Seminary
♦ Birthday - July 3, 1994
♦ From - Odessa, Texas
♦ Favorite Food - Buffalo Wild
Wings
♦ Likes playing sports or just being with friends

Please pray for Ryan

If you have not already pick
up your Pictorial Directory
you may pick them up in the
Parish Office.

Parish Office Hours:

Monday—Friday
8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.

(closed during lunch from 12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.)
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Helping Hands
of Midland
1301 Brinson Lane

(432) 520-8900
www.helpinghandsmidland.com

Because we feel it is important that you know how and
where your donations to Helping Hands are spent, here is
what was done last week:
Electric
Gas
Water
Rent
Medical
TOTAL

13 families
4 families
4 families
25 families
3 families

$ 2,249.46
$
614.66
$ 1,172.60
$ 19,836.72
$ 1,202.45
$ 25,075.89

Several months ago we received a call on our helpline from a woman concerned
about her neighbors – a woman and her two teenage sons. The mother had undergone back
surgery months before and became addicted to her pain medication. She became so dependent
on the medication that she eventually lost her job in the medical profession. She realized she
needed help and checked into the emergency room at the hospital, expecting to be referred to a
facility where she could get treatment and counseling on an outpatient basis and still be able to
care for her family. Her addiction was so severe that she was whisked away to the detox unit of
the state hospital in Big Spring. As part of her treatment, she was unable to make contact with
anyone “on the outside,” and that included her children.
The boys, aged 18 and 16 at the time, were managing to care for themselves, but all
utilities were on the verge of disconnection and rent was past due. The older boy had a job, but
barely made enough to feed the two of them. We paid their electric bill, water bill and rent. We
asked them to call us back if they needed additional help, but we never heard from them again.
A few weeks ago we were approached by a woman who identified herself as the mother.
She has since beaten her addiction, recovered her job, and she approached us with a check.
She felt deeply indebted to us for caring for her children during their time of need, and she
wanted to pay us back. With tears of pride in her eyes she told us that her oldest son was now
attending college and her younger son was planning on following in his older brother’s footsteps.
She thanked us for making that possible.
We asked her to keep the check and use it for her family, but she insisted on donating the
money to help another family in need. Financially, emotionally, and physically she was good
now, and wanted to do something for someone else in need.
What a joy! To be a witness to helping someone rise above adversities and make a new
start on life is so fulfilling! Your support has made that transformation possible. Thank you,
thank you, thank you!

We would like to thank you and appreciate you for your generous
donations towards Kermesse Family Fun Fair
ST. JOSEPH'S HOME HEALTH, INC, MR. & MRS. SEAN CARROLL, DR. SARA E SIRUTA, MR. & MRS. THOMAS
G MIDKIFF, DOYLE HARTMAN OIL OPERATOR, MR. & MRS. RANDALL L. ROUSE, MR. & MRS. DARREL
WIESMAN, BASIN ROOFING, NC STURGEON, CHERYL MAY JONES, NANCY BEAL, GASKET SERVICE,
RECOVERY HOME THERAPY, KAYSER, JOHN SPENSOR, ALLIED WIRELINE, FARMERS INSURANCE
PENDING, JOSEPH CHWALBACH, CINDY ACOSTA, JEMINA TRUE, FARMERS INSURANCE, REGGIE
LAWRENCE, MIKE GLENN, MR. & MRS. DOUGLAS MAY, MR.& MRS. SHAWN ADAMS, MR. & MRS. CARL
KOVACICH, MS. LINDA FOSTER, MS. JOSIE BRENNER, MR. & MRS. ROY GUERRA, MR. & MRS. CEPERO, MR.
& MRS. RICHARD KIEKBUSCH, MR. LOUIS BEIQUE, MR. & MRS. RICHARD GRENVIK, MR. & MRS. PEDRO
VASQUEZ, AND ALL PRIVATE DONORS

