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Rev. Rodney White, Pastor 
Assistant Pastor:  Rev. Timothy Hayter 

Each year the Church has a week set aside as the “International Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.”  This year it 
is January 18-25 (beginning this coming Thursday).  The purpose of this week is to remind us that Jesus’ goal is 
for us to be united as One Body in Christ.  Coming from a family with a Protestant father and a Catholic mother, 
and siblings who are resistant to any kind of religious affiliation, along with a number of close friends and extended 
family members from various faith backgrounds, I have done much research in this area.  Below I am sharing 
some excerpts of a paper I wrote on the topic. 
 

In early America there were numerous branches of Christianity which meant there were multiple ways of 
worshipping.  However, they all had a strong underlying set of guiding morals and principals that held them 
together, and even allowed them to strengthen and flourish during tough times.  Extreme freedom and plurality of 
religion led many early Americans to downplay their religious views (Kirk).  This is something that is still commonly 
seen in America today.  In his book Salt, Leaven & Light, T. Howland Sanks shows how pluralism, relativism, and 
privatism are a strong part of our American culture (Sanks 4).  The impact of this is that individualism and diversity 
are encouraged, and consequently there are many different modes of thinking that are contrary to one another, 
which can cause anxiety and uncertainty in one’s decision making process because there are multiple 
contradicting routes to choose from.  As a result, each person seeks their own preferences and retreats from the 
larger community to his or her small circle of family and friends who have similar likes and dislikes, leaving the 
larger society to itself (Sanks 10).  This places emphasis on the rights of the individual rather than on the needs of 
the community.  
 

Jesus makes it clear that he seeks to bring all people as one to the Father.  In John 17:21 it is Jesus’ prayer that 
“they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the world may 
believe that you sent me.”  The Old and New Testaments direct us to this key focus of Jesus, the point of the 
incarnation, bringing all together to the Father.  Jesus then sends out the apostles as one Church to “make 
disciples of all nations…” through baptizing and teaching (Mat 28:18-20).  He also reminds them that he will be 
with them to the end of the age, and that when two or three are gathered in his name he is present with them (Mat 
20: 28).  Jesus gives a new commandment that is essential to living out the faith as he says “I give you a new 
commandment: love one another.  As I have loved you, so also you should love one another” (Jn 13:34). 
 

St. Paul’s letters stress the importance of unity as he gives instruction to early Christian disciples.  Paul tells 
Timothy to stay away from arguments and quarrels about the law as he writes “Avoid foolish and ignorant debates, 
for you know that they breed quarrels.  A slave of the Lord should not quarrel, but should be gentle with everyone, 
able to teach, tolerant, correcting opponents with kindness” (Tim 2:23-24).  Additionally in his first letter to the 
Corinthians Paul reminds them that they are one body that partakes of one loaf (1Cor 10:17), and he warns them 
against seeking their own advantages, and encourages them to focus on the good of their neighbor (1Cor. 10: 24).  
He adds to this telling them that whatever they do, it should be done for the glory of God, and not be offensive to 
others, but instead, please them and help them so “that they may be saved” (1Cor 10:31-33).   
 

Furthermore, the Church has addressed this issue of Christian unity extensively.  Two key Church documents in 
this area are the Decree on Ecumenism (Unitatis Redintegratio), which is a document from Vatican II, and Ut 
Unum Sint (That all May be One) written by Pope John Paul II in 1995.  Both of these are easily accessed online.   
 

I have learned from this research and reflection that it is important for us to know our Catholic faith and what Christ 
and His Church teaches.  In that it is essential to be able to live this faith by thoughtful, respectful dialogue, 
listening to others of different points of view and sharing the Catholic faith with them in a clear respectful way.  We 
can’t claim to be Catholic and be overly aggressive and forceful in sharing our faith.  That is not the path that the 
“Lamb of God,” Christ himself taught us.  Yet, it is still completely necessary to share our faith in the most helpful 
way we can, always seeking unity.  It is not helpful for us say “Well, they are Christian too, it is all the same.”  It is 
not all the same, and we are fostering division and separation by not addressing it, and addressing it in a 
charitable way that allows for real dialogue and growth.  When we seek truth, we find God himself, and become 
united in Him. 
 

Fr. Timothy Hayter 



Upcoming Baptismal 
Classes: 

 

February 4th & 11th 
March  4th & 11th 

 

English : 2:00 - 4:30 
Spanish:  2:30 - 5:00 

 

Please Call Parish Office to 
Register (432) 520–7394.  

 

 

 
Sunday, January 14 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

 
Monday, January 15  

 
Tuesday, January 16 

Wednesday, January 17 - St. Anthony

 
Thursday, January 18 

Friday, January 19 

Saturday, January 20 - St. Fabian 

Sunday, January 21 - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Last Week’s Collection  
 
 

Regular Collection $  37,658.56 
Building Fund  $       130.00 
Other Income $    2,033.72 
For The Poor  $  82,845.17 
 
 
 

Financial reports are available in the parish 
office. 
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For the week of January 14, 2018 

ST. STEPHEN’S 
CONFESSION SCHEDULE 

 

Monday - Tuesday - Thursday - Friday 
6:45 am - 7:00 am; 12 noon - 12:15 pm;  

& 5:00 - 5:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 
6:45 a.m.-7 a.m.; 12 noon-12:15 p.m.;  

5-5:30 p.m.; & 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Saturday 
7:45 am - 8:00 am; 4:00 - 4:45 pm 

 

Sunday 
20 minutes prior to each Mass 

And anytime, by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Openings 

 

 

Tuesday: 11:00 a.m.   
 

Please prayerfully consider 
signing up to spend an hour 

with our Lord in adoration! Call Linda 
Foster (habla español) at 432-559-8888 
for information. 

Volunteer Needed 
We need someone to order and stock the 
books, pamphlets and CD's for the 
foyer.  It takes very little time 
and can be done at your 
convenience. If interested, or 
for more information, call 
Kathy Wells, 520-7395. 
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January 14 
Joanne Alvin 

Dan Landenberger 
James Lovely 
Maria Morales 
Cecilia Olaleye 
Jose Ramirez 

Vanessa Renteria 
Carisa Rodriguez 
Brenda Schroer 

Juan Tonche 
 

January 15 
McKenzie Bonner 

Angel Bravo 
Michael Farr 

Nallely Gomez 
Johnny Rivas 
Brian Rudloff 

Ivan Santamaria 
Evelyn Wilger 
Adrian Zapata 

  

January 16 
Xavier Browning 

Kent Carlisle 
Sebastian Carrasco 

Sara Cipriani 
Kevin Enriquez 
Dick Kiekbusch 
Juanita Mesa 

Manuel Ramos 
Macario Rivera 

 

January 17 
Kinsey P. Carrasco 

Rosie Carrasco 
Sayra Chavez 
Marco DeAnda 

Dylan Farr 
Natalie Franco 
Jaleesa Garcia 
Katie Gentry 

Kirsten Graham 
Elsa Muniz 

Gabriella Nieves 
Arturo Nunez 
Delia Perez 

Cesar Ponce 
Jacqueline Ramirez 

Adriana Renteria 
Eduardo Vidana 
Raymundo Villa 

January 18 
Meghan Callendar 

Ameei Lujan 
Isael Navarrete 
Catalina Nunez 

Christopher 
Ochotorena 

Damian Sanchez 
 

January 19 
Nancy Braskett 

Andrew DeLaRosa 
Angel Medina 

Mario Ortiz 
Mercedes Perales 
Ivana Rodriguez 

Terri Roman 
Margaret Shelkey 

German Urias 
 

January 20 
Omar Gutierrez 

Matin Oldani 
Dayami Rodriguez 

Julie Rodriguez 
Audrey Salazar 
Nolan Sweatt 

Julia Tarin 
Anna A. Ybarra 

 

January 21 
Josie Brenner 

Vanessa Gonzales 
Angelica Grajeda 
Irvin Guardado 

Idaly Lujan 
Dylan Roe 

Jesty Valdez 

Emma Valdez, Mary Madrid, Eddie Martinez, Albert Madrid, 
James M. Garcia, Rosa Mata, Ruben Salas, Eva Lopez, Isabel 
Martinez, Alfredo Garcia, Jerry Huitron, Alonzo Rios, Jordan & 
Sanchez Family, Larry White, Teresa A. Lopez, Daniel Jossylen, 
Roberta Smith, Paola Hinojos, Ryan Pina, Kaely Munoz, Castillo 
Family, Deacon Mike Medina, Mo Dominguez, Elizabeth 
McChesney, Jacqueline Murphree, Qualls Family, Felly 
Camagong & Family, Janie Sotelo, Melinda Sanchez, MaryLu 
Perrez, Kim Waltzer, Gina Gonzalez, Braxton Munoz, Dylan 
Wilson, Sam Gibbs, Alyss Munoz, Alejandro Munoz Jr, Veronica 
Gomez-Calvo, Delaney Diaz, Raul Dominguez, Avyel Munoz, 
Rachel S., Burdette Family, Inez Laing, Monica Vasquez, Jason 
Martinez, Guadalupe Rios, Alfonso Marquez, Isaiah V., Vanessa 
V., Anita P., Carlota W., Judy D., Alicia F., Jesse Julus Garcia, 
Mendoza Family, Martha Munoz, Sergio Patino, Aurora Reyes, 
Monica Vasquez, Eva Madrid, Roy Alvarez, Gary Rodriguez, 
Martha Munoz, Lydia Jimenez, Jesus Chavez Jr., Mark Clark, 
Eva Talamantez, Potsy Sotelo, Jaelynn G. Garcia, Randy & 
Jennifer White & Family, Louis & Betty Macchietto & Family, 
Larry & Pat White & Family, Heath, Sarah, & Baby Girl Logan 
Ruth, Maria Luisa Rodriguez, Inez Rodriguez, Josefina Alvarez, 
Avila Family, Fierro Family, Andrew Madrid, Fran Thetford, 
Gabriel Kadir, Gerald Thetford, Margaret Robson, Betty 
Compton, David Rucker. 

 
 
 

Email frontdesk.sscc@att.net or call the office at 520-7394 to be 
added to the prayer list! 

Position Available 
 

St. Stephen’s is seeking a full-time Business Manager. After 22 years of dedicated 
service, Kathy Wells will be retiring this coming June.  Job responsibilities include 
office management, handling payroll, producing financial reports, paying invoices, 
overseeing plant operations and daily functions, ordering supplies, as well as handling 
office and parish wide communications.  A bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration with substantial background in accounting or a similar degree is 
preferred as is office management experience in the areas listed above .  Please send 
a cover letter and resume, with three references (two professional and one personal), 
to Fr. Rodney White at rwhite@sanangelodiocese.org or via fax to 432-520-7395 by 
February 9, 2018. 

Looking for a Way to Help Out at St. Stephen’s: 
 

We are looking for people to help set up and serve at weddings, quinceañeras, and 
funerals.  The goal is to have a team for each of these that could rotate.  We have a 
leader for each team ready to train.  If you would like to help out with this important 
ministry, please call the office.    

mailto:rwhite@sanangelodiocese.org
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This week in RCIA we will study the RCIA rites, including the Rite of Welcome and 
Acceptance, which we will celebrate at the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, January 
21, 2018.  RCIA meets in the ballroom on Tuesdays from 6:45-8:45 p.m.  Our 
Saint of the Day will be the Most Holy Name of Jesus.  "RCIA" stands for the Rite 

of Christian Initiation for Adults.  It's the process by which adults come into full communion with the 
Catholic Church by receiving their Sacraments of Initiation.  It's free, childcare is provided, we have a lot 
of fun and we always have something good to eat.  If you have questions, feel free to email me at 

billberry100@aol.com.  

RCIA News 
by Bill Berry 

Altar Server Training For Spanish 
and English  Mass Servers 

 

Deacon Lorenzo Salazar will be offering this 
training for both English and Spanish servers.  
This is a must for all servers – whether you 

are new or experienced.  Training is ongoing and required 
for all servers.  We will have pizza after the training. 
 

 When: Monday, January 22 
 Time: 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
 Where: Sanctuary of the Church 
 

If you have questions, please contact: 
Anne Hobbs  432-934-3192 
Cindy Lujan  806-392-3714 
Bianca Gonzales  432-894-9554 

Hey teens in 6th-12th grade!  You are so 

valuable and so important to the body of Christ!  Come 
and find out why on Wednesday, January 17th from 7-8 
pm in the Parish Hall here at St. Stephens.  Your spirit 
will be uplifted as Dr. Doris Jones shares with you how 
special you are to the heart of GOD!  You are sure to 
laugh as she encourages you to be “bold and courageous” 
just as Joshua was instructed by God!  
 

Parents, we invite you to join us as well! This could be 
the start of a great conversation with your child! We hope 
to see you there! 
 

Dr. Doris Jones is a Licensed Clinical 
Christian counselor that currently serves 
as the Restoration Director for The Life 
Center. She has worked with clients as 
young as three years old and has more 
than ten years of experience in counseling. 
She has an Advanced Certification as a 
Family Crisis and Abuse therapist. 

BREAD OF LIFE  

YOUTH RETREAT 
January 26-28 

Holy Angels Parish Hall,  

San Angelo, TX 
Grades 7—12 

Registration: $50.00 

  

Deadline for registration is Friday, January 19  

or until maximum capacity is reached. 

 

Save the 

Date!!  

February 10, 2018 

Valentines 
Dance 

 
For questions please call  

Liz Madrid at 432-352-1961 
Tickets will go on sale next week 

Club Dance  
St. Stephen’s Catholic Church  

4601 Neely  
Gloria Denman Ballroom  

 

FRIDAY, January 26, 2018 
7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.  

 
 
COST/ATTIRE: $30.00 per person/Casual 
BAND:  “CPR” (Country, Pop and Rock) 
CATERER:  Felix Buenrostro with Catering  
   Express  
MENU: Meatloaf with Italian sauce, 

herb baked chicken, scallop 
potatoes, peas and carrots, fancy 
spring mix salad, rolls, lemon 
cake, key lime pie, vanilla ice 
cream, tea and water.    

 
NO ALCOHOL MAY BE BROUGHT INTO THE 

BALLROOM BY INDIVIDUALS 
  
**NOTE:  NO BYOB is allowed due to change in church policy. 
  
Reservations may be mailed to Club Dance, P. O. Box 7421, 
Midland, TX  79708.  Reservation deadline is Wednesday, 
January 24, 2018.  For more information, please contact our 
Reservations Coordinator at:  

clubdancemidland@hotmail.com.   

mailto:billberry100@aol.com
mailto:clubdancemidland@hotmail.com


 

14 de enero de 2018  
 

II Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario Ciclo B  
 

El Evangelio de hoy Juan, y dos de sus discípulos uno de ellos Andrés y luego Simón Pedro son 
llamados para seguir a Jesús. Y hay un “mediador” que les ayuda a discernir este llamado: en la 
primera lectura es el sacerdote Elí quien instruye a Samuel a escuchar y responder a Dios; y en el 
Evangelio, es Juan Bautista quien indica a los discípulos que él no es el Mesías, sino Jesús es a 
quien hay que seguir. De la misma manera, todos nosotros hemos sido llamados por Dios para 
seguirlo, y muy frecuentemente en esta experiencia de ser llamados por Dios hemos tenido a 
alguien a nuestro lado que nos ayuda a discernir sobre la invitación de Dios. A veces el mediador 
es una persona en nuestra familia, o algún amigo, o alguna persona religiosa, o alguien con una 
empatía, generosidad y paz superabundantes. Incluso hay ocasiones en que nos sentimos 
llamados por Dios a través de un acontecimiento importante en nuestras vidas, algo que nos 
“sacude por dentro” o algo que nos mueve al corazón. O quizás el llamado de Dios lo escuchamos 
en acontecimientos de la vida cotidiana, en momentos sutiles y gestos discretos.  
 
De hecho, el llamado de Dios no es exclusivo para personas con vocación al sacerdocio o a la vida 
religiosa. La vocación de amar a Dios y al prójimo es para todas las personas, es totalmente 
comprensivo. La vocación es para amar, porque Dios es amor; y quien ama está en Dios y Dios 
está en quienes aman. Así como Samuel aún no conocía a Dios y los discípulos aún no conocían a 
Jesús, y tuvieron que aprender quién es Dios, así también nosotros emprendemos un camino de 
conocimiento que nunca termina. Siempre hay nuevas facetas para conocer a Dios y a su Hijo, 
Jesús. Pero este camino de conocimiento sólo se profundiza en la medida en que profundizamos 
nuestras relaciones de amor, paz y justicia para con los demás. Y Jesús siempre nos invita 
¡¡¡Vengan a ver!!!  

 

 
Hermana Gertrudis Muñoz Mendieta I.C.A.S.   

AVISOS:  
 

• 19 de enero 2018 encuentro con matrimonios salón 11 de 7 a 9 p.m. 
• 20 de enero 2018 encuentro de mujeres en el salón 1 y 2 de 9:00 a 12:00 p.m. 
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Entrenamiento Para  
Monaguillos   

En Español y Ingles 
 

 
El Diacono Lorenzo Salazar estará 
entrenando a los Monaguillos de ingles 

y español. Este es un requisito para todos los monaguillos - 
Nuevo o con experiencia. Entrenamiento es requerida para 
todo los monaguillos. Tendremos pizza después de el en-
trenamiento. Si tienes preguntas, por favor llama a:   
Anne Hobbs 432-934-3192; Cindy Lujan 806-392-3714; o 
Bianca Gonzales 432-894-9554 
 

Cuando:       Lunes 22 de Enero 
A que hora:  6:00- 8:00 p.m. 
Donde:         En el Santuario 

Próximas clases bautismales: 
 

Febrero 4th & 11th  
Marzo 4th & 11th 

 

Ingles : 2:00 - 4:30       Español :  2:30 - 5:00 
 

Por favor llame a la oficina parroquial para registrar  
(432) 520–7394. Si usted no ha recibido certificado de 
bautismo de su hijo por favor venir por la oficina con una 
identificación para obtener el certificado de su hijo. 

ATENCION A TODAS LAS  
PERSONAS ADULTAS  

 

Que quieren recibir los sacramentos de 
confirmación y primera comunión, las clases 

comienzan el día 23 de enero a las 7 p.m. Deben 
inscribirse antes del 19 de enero presenta tu 

comprobante de bautismo. 
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 We are blessed in Midland right now.  Our economy is healthy. Jobs abound. Houses sell as 
soon as they are put on the market.  New buildings and shopping centers spring up almost daily.  
With everything looking so good, why are we still spending so much money on assistance to the 
poor? 
 We answer that many people do not really understand who the people are that we are 
helping. Many people have preconceived ideas of who “the poor” really are and unfortunately in 
many cases those ideas are not flattering. We have heard that “the poor” are where they are today 
because they are lazy and are not willing to work. 
 And yes, we have to agree that there are certainly people out there who are lazy and are 
unwilling to work, however we do not help them.  Some examples of “the poor” that we do help: 
 Probably the majority of the cases we help are those people impacted by medical calamities. 
The elderly man on Medicare who needs prostate surgery has an income of $1,100 per month, but 
his surgeon is requiring a $2,500 down payment (not covered by Medicare) before he will perform 
the procedure. On his income he is barely able to afford his rent, utilities and living expenses. 
Without our help he would be unable to afford the surgery. We are also covering the mortgage for a 
woman in the final stages of cancer.  She was not expected to live through January but she is still 
hanging on and so we will cover an additional month (or as many months as is needed) so that she 
need not be burdened by the knowledge that she may not have a roof over her head. Many, many of 
the people we help are working people who have had surgeries and are off work for 6-8 weeks.  
While their jobs are held for them they are not paid for their time off. We help them with the rent. 
 We do have people who lose their jobs for whatever reason, and while they are able to 
quickly get another one, it still takes 2-4 weeks before they get their first paycheck. Meanwhile rent 
is due.  
 In a city of our size it is surprising to us that there are not more of these situations. It really 
takes very little to put someone “over the edge” in being able to care for themselves. We consider 
ourselves fortunate indeed to be able to reach the people that we do each week, and are blessed 
that we are able to assist them.  And as always, we certainly could not do it without your tremendous 
support that makes the assistance possible.  Thanks you very much for letting us be your arms in 
reaching out to the poor of Midland. May God bless all of you! 

Helping Hands 

of Midland 
 

1301 Brinson Lane 

(432) 520-8900 

Because we feel it is important that you know how and 
where your donations to Helping Hands are spent, here is 
what was done for 2017: 
 

Electric   3 families $      645.25 
Water    2 families $      600.00 
Rent              47 families $ 43,038.04 
Propane   2 families $      692.43 
Medical   4 families $   4,750.00 
TOTAL    $ 49,725.72 

www.helpinghandsmidland.com 

Tengamos presente que Nuestro Señor 
está expuesto todos los días en la 
capilla, no lo dejemos esperando. 

Tenemos mucha necesidad de oración. 

 

 

ADORACIÓN DEL SANTÍSIMO 
Personas interesadas en pasar una hora 
con El Santísimo en Adoración una vez por 
semana, durante las siguientes horas: 

    

Martes:   11:00 AM 
 

Si El Señor te esta llamando para pasar una hora 
con El acompañándolo, comuníquese con Linda 
Foster (habla Español) al 432-559-8888. 

Attention ADULTS Seeking the Sacraments of 
Confirmation and First Holy Communion: 

 

A new set of classes will start Tuesday, January 23rd in 
the Parlor at 7pm (food served from 6:30pm – 7:00pm) 
for those needing First Holy Communion and/or 
Confirmation.   
 
Please sign up at the St. Stephen’s Office by Friday, 
January 19th.  Your Baptismal Certificate will be needed 
by February 5th. 
 
Important Note:  You may only miss one class 


